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GVSU alumna returns to campus 
for a modern take on an old event
HOCKEY CHAMPS!
Lakers score national title in California >B1
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24,541 LAKERS.
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Senate elections 
combat low turnout
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Low turnout: Historically, only 8 to 9 percent of the student population actively participates 
in Student Senate elections despite measures to make voting easier, such as online ballots.
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By Anya Zentmeyer and Samantha Butcher
GVL Editors
espite being plagued by small 
numbers of applicants and low 
voter turnout, members of Stu­
dent Senate at Grand Valley State 
University urge that participating 
in Senate elections is a critical 
part of GVSU students’ civic responsibilities.
Ali Zimmer, executive vice 
president of the Student Senate, 
said typically only 8 to 9 percent 
of the student population - about 
2,OCX) of the 24,541 students cur­
rently enrolled at GVSU - par­
ticipates in Senate elections .
If those numbers represented 
presidential elections nation­
wide. only enough people to fill 
the state of Texas would be active 
voters, just 25 million out of 308 
million Americans.
“In the past, not everyone is 
fully aware of what Senate does, 
so then it’s harder for someone to 
say, Tm going to vote for some­
thing. but I’m not entirely sure how it effects me.’” 
Zimmer said.
Zimmer said she thinks of Student Senate as the 
backbone of student life - putting on events like the 
Last Lecture, the University leadership Roundtable 
and, most notably, the annual President’s Ball.
//
(Student Senate) 
is responsible for 
the finances that 
fund all of the other 
student
organizations on 
campus..."
-Ali Zimmer
Executive vice president, 
Student Senate
“It’s an organization that feeds into other orga­
nizations,” Zimmer said. “It’s responsible for the 
finances that fund all of the other student organiza­
tions, it’s important for political means on campus 
and tries to get students aware of what’s going on 
in and around the local Grand Rapids area as well 
as the nation.”
This year, she said Student Senate is utilizing 
other promotional techniques in hopes of boost­
ing voter and candidate participation. With 44 
open positions in the Student Senate cabinet, Sen­
ate only sees between 40 and 50 
applicants. Six seats are reserved 
for freshmen, transfer students 
and graduate students.
Senate President Jarrett Mar- 
tus said it is too early to deter­
mine how many students will run 
for the 2011 -2012 academic year. 
Applications are due at 5 p.m. to­
day in the Student Senate Office, 
Room 0008 in Kirkhof Center.
“A lot of people wait until 
the last day to turn their appli­
cations in,” Martus said. “It’s 
too early to tell, but I’ve seen a 
lot of people going around with 
their election packets, collecting 
the required signatures.”
Election packets are available online at www. 
gvsu.edu/studentsenate.
Students interested in running for Senate must
See Student Senate, A2
<<< BY THE NUMBERS
40-50
number of students who 
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44
number of open Senate seats
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L6BT resolution reaffirms university message of acceptance
//
The purpose of 
the resolution is 
to reaffirm the 
mission 
statement of 
Grand Valley- 
that it is a place 
accepting of all 
people."
-J J. Manser
VP of Senate Diversity 
Affairs Committee
By Molly Waite
GVL Assistant News Editor
Grand Valley State University’s mis­
sion statement demonstrates a universi­
ty-wide commitment to inclusion and re­
spect for diversity, but at the beginning of 
the month the Student Senate took another 
step toward making GVSU a leading insti­
tution through its support of and respect for 
the lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender 
(LGBT) communities by passing its first- 
ever LGBT Resolution.
The Student Senate had worked on the 
resolution for months in response to the re­
cent rash of LGBT teen suicides and the current climate around 
the nation, said J J. Manser, vice president of the Senate Diver­
sity Affairs Committee.
‘The purpose of the resolution is to reaffirm the mission
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Safe space: The LGBT Resource Center (pictured) opened in 2008 as part of 
the university's inclusion efforts. The resolution will be framed in the Center.
statement of Grand Valley - that it is a place accepting of all 
people, of all genders and all sexual orientations,” Manser said. 
“We want to ensure that this is a good place for everyone to 
leam and to live. It says that Grand Valley is a very accepting
See LGBT, A2
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Student Senate
continued from page A i
turn in a completed application, which 
includes a 1 ,(XX)-word platform state­
ment and 75 student signatures en­
dorsing their candidacy. To be eligible, 
potential senators must be enrolled at 
GVSU and maintain a 2.5 GPA.
The lack of participation can stunt 
student awareness as a larger operat­
ing body, Zimmer said.
“I think it’s important for students to 
run because it’s just a way to voice your 
concerns more directly” she said. “If 
you have a concern or you represent the 
body of students that has a concern, it’s 
an easier way to express that concern. 
So I think running, if you are a student 
leader, is really important.”
Martus said a drive to improve the 
university is key for anyone interested 
in running.
“My interest was in the university 
and trying to improve the university 
and assist the student body," he said. 
“...Anybody running, they need to 
have an interest for a greater gtxxl at 
Grand Valley.”
President Thomas J. Haas also 
stressed the importance of civic in­
volvement in his campus-wide email 
addressed to students last week.
“The Grand Valley Student Sen­
ate is the voice of all students in many 
outlets on and off campus,” he wrote. 
“We are always kxiking for new lead­
ers and voices for the students of 
Grand Valley and hope you will look 
into running. It is an important part
Anybody running, they 
need to have an 
interest for a greater 
good at Grand Valley/7
-Jarrett Martus
Student Senate president
of our Civic Responsibilities to be in­
volved and let our voices be heard.”
Voting in Student Senate elections 
is nothing short of civic responsibility, 
Zimmer agreed.
“When you don't vote in the presi­
dential elections and you are expe­
riencing some kind of conflict about 
what’s happening - you can’t really
feel responsible for that because you 
didn’t participate,” Zimmer said. “I 
think all students should feel the re­
sponsibility behind it, and that way 
they can become more engaged in the 
decision making process."
Martus stressed the importance 
for students to not only vote, but also 
run forelection.
“I would encourage anyone who’s 
interested to go for it,” he said.
He added studerfts who miss the 
deadline for application materials can 
still run a write-in campaign.
Students can vote online at www. 
gvsu.edu/studentsenate under the 
election tab. Online voting begins on 
March 27 and ends April 2.
news @ lanthorn .coni
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LGBT
continued from page A1
and open university and that the 
GVSU community is one that 
allows for all different points 
of view and all different life­
styles.”
According to a Student Sen-' 
ate press release, the resolu­
tion is also intended to support 
the diverse and ever-changing 
needs of the LGBT communi­
ties and to provide the founda­
tion for bridging the communi­
cation gap between the LGBT 
communities and Student Sen­
ate.
Colette Seguin Beighley. di­
rector of the LGBT Resource 
Center, said she and others 
from the center worked with 
the Student Senate on the res­
olution.
“This resolution is consis­
tent with our Grand Valley val­
ues of inclusiveness and com­
munity. and we are thrilled to 
have this kind of ongoing sup­
port from our student leaders,” 
Seguin Beighley said.
The recent resolution is not 
the only support the Student 
Senate has shown toward the 
LGBT community at GVSU, 
Seguin Beighley said. A huge 
number of Senate members 
have participated in the Allies 
& Advocates training offered 
by the university.
The general reaction to the 
resolution has been positive, 
Manser said. Among those 
happy with the resolution are 
members of the GVSU admin­
istration.
“I'm pleased that our Stu­
dent Senate embraces Qrand 
Valley's commitment of having 
an inclusive community,” said 
Jeanne Arnold, the vice pres­
ident for Inclusion and Equi­
ty. “It's important to have our 
student leaders speaking about
ESTABLISHED IN CHARLESTON, IL 
IN 19*3 TO ADD TO STUDENTS GPA 
AND GENERAL DATING ABILITY.
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8" SUB SANDWICHES
III •( ay tasty sub sandwiches arc a (ell I inches it 
homemade French bread, fresh regies and the finest 
meats A cheese I can buy! And if it matters te yen. 
we slice everything fresh everyday in this store, right 
here where you can see it. (No mystery meat here!)
#l PEPE*
leal appiewtod smoked ham and prevnlene cheese 
famished with lettncc. tomato, and mayo.
#2 8IG JOHN
Medium rare choice mast heef. topped with 
yummy maye. lettuce, and temate.
#3 TOTALLY TUNA*
Fresh heusemade tnna. miied with celery, onions, 
and onr tasty sauce, then topped with alfalfa sprents. 
cucumber, lettuce, and temate. (My tuna recks!)
#4 TURKEY TOM*
Fresh sliced turkey breast, topped with lettuce, 
tomato, alfalfa sprouts, and maye. (The original)
#5 VITO*
The orifinal Italian sub with f enoa salami, prevolnne. 
capicela. onion, lettncc. tomato. A a real tasty Italian 
vinaigrette. (Nat peppers by request)
#6 VEGETARIAN IS
layers ef prevolnne cheese separated by real 
avocado spread, alfalfa sprents. sliced cucamber. 
lettuce, tomato, and mayo. (Truly a foormet sab net 
for vegetarians only..............  . peace dnde!)
J.J.B.L.T.* J/M
lacoa. lettuce, temate. A mayo.
(The enfy better III is mama s 111)
★ SIDES ★
* WiN,  ........ .....................................JI.)I/II.S»
* Ciant chocolate chip or oatmeal raisin cookie... $1.51
* leal potato chips or jumbo kosher dill pickle.... $I.H
* Extra lead ef meat ................................................$1.75
* Extra cheese or extra avocade spread.................$171
* Not Peppers..................... ................ ............... . $1.21
FREEBIES (SUBS t CLUBS ONLY)
Inina, lettuce, alfalfa sprouts, tomato, maye. sliced
cucumber. Iijoo mustard, oil A vinegar and oregano.
.tfrtNIY fOjfjy,
11
OK, SO MV SUtS REALLY AREN'T GOURMET AND 
WE'RE NOT FRENCH EITHER MY SUBS JUST TASTE 
A UTTU BETTER. THAT'S ALL! I WONTED TO 
CALL IT JIMMY JOHNS TASTY SANDWICHES, BUT 
MY MOM TOLD ME TO STICK WITH GOURMET. 
SHI THWKS WHATEVER I DO IS GOURMET, OUT 
I DON'T THU* CITHER OF US KNOWS WHAT IT 
MEANS SO LETT STICK WITH TASTY!
Gn,?RLD s CREATE*? s
0l,«MET SANDWIC"* 
Corporate Headqeaners Champaign. II
PLAIN SLIMS*
Iny Sub mines the veggies and sauce
SLIM I Nam A cheese 
SLIM 2 least leef 
SLIM 3 Tuna salad 
SUM 4 Turkey braast 
SLIM 5 Calami, capicela. cheese 
SLIM 6 Doable preveienc
Low Carb Lettuce Wrap
cQDdDECSP
Same ingredients and price ef the 
sub er dub without the bread.
BOX LURCHES. BUTTERS. PARTIES!
DELIVERY OMENS will include a delivery 
charge ef 45c per item (•/-tec).
★ a JIMMYJOHNS.COM ★*
ST.S9
THE J.J. 
GARGANTUAN*
This sandwich was invented hy 
Jimmy Jehe s brother Nuey. It s huge 
enough tu teed the buagriust of aN 
humans' Tms nf genua salami, slicud 
smeked ham. capicula. ruast beef, 
turkey i prevtlone lammed into 
etc ef tur homemade French buns 
then smnthered with omens, maye. 
lettece temate. i ear bememade 
Italia* dressing.
_/*S39 Y_
GIANT CLUB SANDWICHES
My dub saedwicbes have twice the meat er cheese, try it 
*• my fresh baked thick sliced 7-grain bread er my famoes 
homemade french bread!
07 GOURMET SMOKED HAM CLUB
I fell 1/4 peend *1 real appleweed smoked ham. 
prevaleae cheese, lettuce, temate. A reel mayo!
#8 BILLY CLUB*
Choice reast bed. smeked bam. pravelene cheese, 
lijon mustard, lettece. temate. A mayo
#9 ITALIAN NIGHT CLUB*
leal geeea salami. Italia capicela. sawked bam. 
and preveloae cheese all tepped with lettece. tomato, 
oniee. maye. and ear hamemade Italia* vimaigrette.
(You ha* ta urder bet peppers, jest ask!)
«I0 HUNTER’S CLUB
I fall 1/4 peead d fresh sliced mediam rare 
reast bed. preveleae. lettuce, temate. A maye.
oil COUNTRY CLUB*
Fresh sliced turkey breast, appleweed smeked bam. 
prevdoee. and teas d lettuce, temate. and mayn!
(I very traditieaal. yet always exceptional classic!)
012 BEACH CLUB* ®
Fresh baked tarkey breast, pravelene cheese, avocado 
spread, sliced cecamber. sprouts lettuce, temate. and 
mayo! (It's the real deal, aud it aia't even California)
#13 GOURMET VEGGIE CLUB*
leable preveloee. real avocade spread, sliced 
cecamber. alfalfa sprouts, futtuce. temate. A maye.
(Try it oa my 7-greie whole wheat bread. This veggie 
sandwich is werld class!)
#14 BOOTLEGGER CLUB*
least beef, tarkey breast, lettece. temate. A mayo 
la Imerican classic, certainly not mveeted by J.J. but 
dcfiaitdy tweaked and lime lined te perfection!
#15 CLUB TUNA*
The same is ear #3 Totally Teaa except this eae has 
a let mere. Fresh beesemade tuna salad, pravoleite. 
spreets. cacumber. lettece. A temate
#16 CLUB LULU*
Fresh sliced tarkey breast, bacon, lettece. temate. 
i may*. (JJ's anginal tmrkey A bacon dab)
#17 ULTIMATE PORKER*
Inal appleweed smeked bam aed bacon with lettuce, 
temate A mayo, wkat weald be butter!
WE DELIVER! 7 DAYS A WEEK
ALLENDALE 4814 LAKE MICHIGAN DR. 616.892.2
*****YOUR MOM WANTS YOU TO EAT AT JIMMY JOHN'S!
«tees, in; rtij. nee rear /in nan jein iiiaciisi uc m nears mtevti *» humn« light t« Nit* lay ■«•• Ckaagn.
the importance of a rich, di­
verse learning and living en­
vironment that appreciates the 
dignity of ail individuals and 
communities. It’s equally im­
portant that this resolution 
takes a strong stand against any 
forms of bullying or intolerance 
against any person or group.
“President Haas and I want 
all voices heard, and it’s crit­
ical to have a consistent mes­
sage from all university leaders 
and groups that Grand Val­
ley strives to provide an atmo­
sphere of respect, support and 
civil discourse.”
Johnnie Thompson, the 
president of Tran spectru m, said 
he is excited about the passing 
of this resolution.
Thompson said the resolu­
tion was a surprise to the mem­
bers of Tran spectrum, a student 
organization for transgendered 
students and allies.
“There was the feeling w ith- 
in the group that this is a really 
great step,” said Thompson, a 
junior. “We didn't expect it. but 
it was a great step that the stu­
dents representing us on cam­
pus are in full support of the 
LGBT community. I think one 
of the really important things 
that it does is it looks directly at 
GVSU’s policies for its reason­
ing and its support."
This resolution is a suc­
cess for the LGBT community. 
Thompson added.
“Any form of support, of of­
ficial endorsement, from such a 
prominent student body is suc­
cess for us,” Thompson said. 
“It gives us momentum and 
it gives us affirmation. ...The 
world is changing, our coun­
try is changing and it’s chang­
ing for a better. They're a part 
of that because they're recog­
nizing these changes and show­
ing support. It shows a certain 
amount of bravery." 
assistantnews@ lanthorn jcom
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Planning for Campus 
Sustainability Week 
begins
The Sustainable 
Community Development 
Initiative at Grand Valley State 
University will hold a meeting 
to come up with ideas for 
Campus Sustainability 
Week, a celebration of 
GVSU’s commitment to 
environmental, social, and 
fiscal sustainability.
The meeting will be held 
from 10 to 11:30 a.m. on 
Wednesday in Room 1142 
of Kirkhof Center. Those who 
cannot attend the meeting 
are invited to share ideas 
with SCDI by email at 
sustainability@gvsu.edu.
Office of Fellowships 
offers workshops
The Grand Valley State Uni­
versity Office of Fellowship will 
offer a series of three work­
shops from the end of March 
to the beginning cf April to 
help students apply for schol­
arships and fellowships.
The first of the work­
shops, titled "Preparing for 
Fall: Fulbright U.S. Student 
Scholarship Program," will be 
held at 6 p.m. on Wednesday 
in Room BLL 126 of Mackinac 
Hall. The second workshop, 
called "Discovering the Right 
Fit: An Introduction to Fellow­
ships and Your Future," will be 
held at 4 p.m. on March 30 in 
Room 116 of Henry Hall and 
again at 6 p.m. in Room 114 
of Niemeyer Learning Center. 
"Writing Personal Statements 
for Nationally Competitive 
Awards," the final workshop in 
the series, is scheduled for 9 
a.m. on April 2 in Room 114 of 
the Niemeyer Learning Center.
For more information, 
please contact Amanda Cue­
vas at 616-331-3219 or email 
fellowships@gvsu.edu.
Take you* career to the next level. before you even get a job. 
GVSUs new 14 month Full Tme Integrated MBA. program is 
available to recent business grads. Students rece-ve a well-paid 
fellowship and opportunities to study abroad Apply by April 15 
Call 616 331 7400 or visit gvsu.edu grad/fimba for more info.
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EDITORIAL_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Your voice, 
your choice
Students should take advantage of the 
opportunity to make their voices heard by casting 
their votes and running for open positions during 
the Student Senate elections.
T
he Student Senate at Grand Valley State University is eas­
ily the most important student organization on campus.
Not does the Student Senate serve as a direct link for 
students to voice their concerns or opinions to the admin­
istration at GVSU, it also allocates more than $1 million each year to 
the university’s vast number of registered student organizations and. 
approves RSO requests tor money from the Reserve Fund.
Student Senate also co-sponsors annual events like President’s Ball 
and the Battle of the Valleys fundraising competition.
You’d think that there would be a higher voter turnout for an 
organization whose affect on student life at GVSU is far-reaching and 
whose voice is supposed to reflect that of the student population that 
put it in power, but for all of the power that these senators wield, only 
8 to 9 percent ot the student body, about 2,000 students, actively take 
part in the annual elections that give potential candidates the opportu­
nity to make a difference on campus. In another unfortunate statistic, 
only 40 to 50 students campaign each year for the 44 open Senate 
spots.
Perhaps the problem in past years is that some students were not 
made aware that the elections were occurring (this year’s slate of elec­
tions will begin on March 27 and end on April 2), or perhaps some 
students didn't want to take the time to come out to the ballot box 
(although all voting is done online under the elections tab at www. 
gvsu .edu/studentsenate).
Maybe other students have been discouraged from voting because 
they are not aware of the platforms or beliefs of the people running for 
election. To help remedy that concern, the Student Senate will run a 
special section in the Lanthorn that will help familiarize students with 
each of the candidates.
But the most concerning is the notion that students haven't voted 
just because they haven't cared enough to. The Student Senate has the 
desire and ability to make effective change on campus, and the person 
who makes any sort of complaint about life at GVSU while having sat 
on the sidelines instead of taking an active role in choosing the people 
who can initiate change should take some time to re-evaluate his or 
her way of thinking.
Voting is more than just the civic responsibility Haas described in 
his email to students this week. As GVSU students, this is our cam­
pus, and that makes us just as accountable for the state of the univer­
sity as the administration and other decision makers. Collectively, we 
have a voice, and electing a representative Student Senate is our way 
to amplify that voice and give it direction.
When this year’s slate of elections roll around on March 27, will 
you be able to say that you took the opportunity to help put leaders in 
place at GVSU?The student-run newspaper of Grand Valley State University
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Emanuel Johnson 
Kim Sander 
Samantha Butcher 
Anya Zentmeyer
Editor in Chief 
Business Manager 
Managing Editor 
News Editor
Valley Vote
Is it easy enough to compost and recycle
on campus?
Yes: 58% No: 42%
This week s question: Vote online at
Have you ever voted in a Student
Senate election?
Lanthorn.com
GVL OPINION POLICY -
ITie ultimate goal of the Grand Valley 
Lanthorn opinion page is to stimulate 
discussion and action on topics of interest 
to the Grand Valley Community.
Student opinions do not reflect those of 
the Grand Valley Lanthorn.
The Grand Valley Lanthorn welcomes 
reader viewpoints and offers three vehicles 
of expression for reader opinions: letters 
to the editor, guest columns and phone 
responses.
I otters must include the author's name 
anti he accompanied by current picture 
identification if dropped off in person.
1 alters will be checked by an employ ee of 
the Grand Valley I anthom
letters appear as space permits each
issue. The limit for letter length is one 
page, single spaced.
The editor reserves the right to edit and 
condense letters and columns for length 
restrictions and clarity.
All letters must be typed.
The Grand Valley I anthom will not be 
held responsible for errors that appear in 
print as a result of transcribing handwritten 
letters or e-mail typographic errors.
The name of the author may be withheld 
for compelling reasons.
The content. information and 
views expressed are not approved by 
nor necessarily represent those of the 
university, its Board of Trustees, officers, 
faculty and staff.
EDITORIAL CARTOON
GVL Cartoon / Jacob Bowen
YOUR THOUGHTS
Do you plan on voting in the Student Senate election next week?
"Yes, 1 do. "Yes, 1 do plan "1 don't actually "1 do plan on "1 haven't been
Although I'm not on voting in the know when the voting in the able to look into
a part of Student elections. 1 think Student Senate Student Senate who is running yet.
Senate, 1 think 
it's a really good 
program and 1 plan 
on voting."
it's important 
to know who's 
representing our 
student body."
election is." election. 1 believe 
it is important 
to have a say in 
something that is 
going to effect me 
in the future"
However, if 1 do 
find time to look 
into the positions 
of the candidates
1 will invest in 
voting."
Hillary Stapleton Taylor Krohn Joe Grit Eddie Diaz Steven Sohasky
Sophomore Sophomore Senior Senior Junior
Radiology Social work Chemistry Geography, MIS Biomedical Science
West Bloomfield, 
Mich.
Westland, Mich. Zeeland, Mich. Hudsonville, Mich. Twin Lake, Mich.
GVL STUDENT OPINION_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
New app lets you be a blip on the Date Radar
Chris
Slattery
GVL Columnist
When likealittle.com was 
popular for a week, I was all about 
it. To me. it was a revolution in how 
college students could harmlessly 
flirt with one another. But when I 
lost interest over Winter Break, I 
became concerned for the future 
of anony mous romantic chatting. 
What w ould till the void of ques­
tions like “r u hawt??!”
Enter Date Radar, a free app 
for the iPhone that allows you to 
chat w ith people (and here's the 
best part) in your vicinity. If this 
sounds like the beginning of a tragic 
Lifetime movie. I was on the same 
page for a w hile. Fortunately, there 
are some restrictions that make 
this whole process less attractive to 
“creepy stalker perverts”:
1. You have to turn on the app 
to use it.
2. It only detects other nearby 
users who also have the app
activated.
3. There is a “block” feature 
for people to abuse merci­
lessly. •
4. Users must be over 17 
years old to use the app.
Somehow, the last bit of in­
formation is the most comforting 
to me. It’s nice to know that I’m 
not likely to confuse some poor 
8-year-old using a smart phone with 
a hopeful bachelorette. I could sud­
denly be the subject of an entirely 
different tragic Lifetime movie.
What this app means for people 
looking to hook up is that they 
aren't searching for singles that 
could be anywhere. Date Radar 
continuously searches in the general 
area for other users to chat w ith, 
which means no messing around, 
messaging some cute guy who 
happens to live in Wisconsin. Love 
may know no bounds, but unfortu­
nately neither do today’s gas prices.
Gifts are also a big part of Date 
Radar because nothing says “I 
w ant to stick my tongue down your 
throat" quite like a virtual balloon.
One of the biggest features 
of Date Radar is also one of my
biggest beefs with it. Because of 
the blind dating app format of this 
w hole experience. Date Radar does 
not include profiles or photos of 
its users. Maybe I have just been 
conditioned by participating in the 
“Facebook generation" in which a 
person isn’t really a person if they 
don’t have an up-to-date profile 
flaunting their tastes in music, mov­
ies and a section reading “books? 
wut r books.” We all need profiles 
for a realistic first impression these 
days. And without knowing what 
your potential chat-buddy looks like 
due to a lack of a photo, you are 
essentially saying, “Hey, I’m here, 
and I’m homy.”
For anyone with an iPhone who 
is also single and alone, this app is 
entirely free. Can Angry Birids say 
that? No. And Angry Birds also 
can’t promise that you go home 
with a total stranger.
Assuming that I own an iPhone 
one day. I’m likely to pick up this 
up. My only hope is that I get one 
soon. I'd hate to wait much more 
than a week and miss out on the 
fad.
cslatierx@ lanthorn com
Dogma will change your life
Kevin
VanAntwerpen
GVL Columnist
Opinions are like armpits in 
that you should keep yours away 
faint me because they're nasty 
and I don't want to know why 
your skin is that color only on 
one part of your body. Also like 
armpits, my opinions are the only 
ones that don't smell like moldy 
onions.
If you're like me and you grew 
up in West Michigan, you're very 
well acquainted with a form of 
opinion known as “dogma,” the 
belief that your perception of truth 
is the only correct perception and 
cannot possibly waing.
Now. I know you think that 
I’m about to go off on a long- 
winded rant about how dogma is 
bad and how you should have an 
“open mind". But it’s stupid that 
you thought that. I’m here to tell 
you why dogma is fantastic and
how it can help make your life a 
happier, more special place.
First off. dogma is a time 
saver. Imagine that you're at 
dinner w ith a group of friends 
and someone says something 
about politics, that you disagree 
with. Most people would waste 
precious time carefully weighing 
both sides of the debate. But 
the beauty of dogma is that you 
already know you’re right. You 
can bypass any sort of critical 
thought and/or discussion (what’s 
the point, we already know who 
wins) and simply wag your finger 
and say, “You sir, are a moron.”
Dogma will also help you 
wrap yourself in a shiny coat of 
self-confidence. Once you realize 
that you can't possibly be wrong, 
you can puff out your chest and 
walk with a strut. Sure, the old 
you may have been weak and 
insecure - asking questions like 
“is my approach the right choice 
or is there a better way?” But with 
the aid of dogma, even if your 
decisions lead you horribly astray.
you’ll always know you were 
right.
Dogma also helps you 
choose the right friends. You’ll 
immediately know whether 
someone is a beautiful person or 
a complete moron as soon as you 
find out if they agree w ith you. If 
you're on the same page, you say, 
“Hey. let's grab a beer sometime.” 
But should someone disagree, it’s 
time to put away the indoor voice 
and let him know what’s up.
As you can see. dogma will 
change your life for the better. If 
you'd like to know more about 
how to use dogma, simply write 
me an email and we’ll hang out. 
Really. I’ve got more than enough 
free time. No one's returned my 
calls recently. But that's their 
fault, not mine, because I have 
dogma.
k\anantMerpen @ lanthorn xom
Want us to publish your 
thoughts? Email us at 
editorial@lanthorn.com
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Putting on the act
Anna Bennett's senior 
project to explore 
discrimination, oppression 
and gender
see LANTHORN.COM
to view an online exclusive
»PERFORMING GENDER
Mitten Media produces skiing videos across 1
By Dan Spadafora
GVL Staff Writer
Grand Valley State Uni­versity senior Justin VanMelle has an op­portunity to make his passion of 
skiing into a career, but he won’t 
be the one riding the slopes.
VanMelle developed a pas­
sion for skiing at an early age, 
but after having surgery on both 
knees. VanMelle had to face the 
reality that his skiing career had 
come to an end. As a broadcast­
ing major, however, he found 
another way to become in­
volved with the sport. Instead 
of skiing, VanMelle picked up 
a camera and started to short 
video.
“I’ve been skiing my whole 
life,” VanMelle said. "It sparked 
an interest in me when I was 
14. I had knee injuries on both 
knees, and that ended my whole 
skiing career when I was about 
16. So after that, 1 was really 
interested in the whole broad­
cast, film and video aspect, so I 
picked up a camera.”
In the past year. VanMelle 
has created his own production 
company called Mitten Media, 
which documents freestyle ski­
ing around the state. He said 
he hopes to create a full-length 
movie this year and premiere it 
in Grand Rapids or Kalamazoo.
"We decided to document 
the skiing in Michigan, which 
there really isn’t a whole lot,” 
VanMelle said. “But there is a 
lot of amazing unknown talent 
coming up in Michigan.”
One of the skiers VanMelle 
works w ith full time is 18-year- 
old Otsego High School stu­
dent Spencer Milbocker, who
recently turned pro in Janu­
ary. VanMelle said from head 
to toe, Milbocker is covered by 
sponsors including Armanda 
Skies and Girthing, Scott Gog­
gles and Nine 22 Clothing. He 
also receives $3j000 a season 
for travel, which helped to pay 
for several trips the pair took to 
Colorado this year.
Courtesy photo / Justin VanMelle
Behind the scenes: Justin VanMelle shoots video for Media Mitten 
Productions for about four years. VanMelle began shooting skiing after 
knee injuries rendered him unable to play the sport.
GV students selected 
as Truman finalists
By Lauren Ringger
GVL Staff Writer
For the first time in Grand 
Valley State University history, 
two GVSU students, juniors 
Chris Gale and Aubrey McMa­
han, have been selected as Harry 
S. Truman Scholarship finalists.
Gale and McMahan are two 
of the 197 finalists selected from 
602 students nation-wide who 
applied for the competitive Tru­
man Scholarship.
The Harry S. Truman Schol­
arship is a S3OJ0OO federal 
scholarship granted to college 
juniors that demonstrate leader­
ship potential and a commitment 
to public service. Recipients 
of this scholarship are students 
that have the potential during 
the course of their careers to im­
prove the ways that public enti­
ties and nonprofit organizations 
serve the public good.
Gale, a public administration 
and nonprofit management ma­
jor with a business minor, went 
through the process of the Tru­
man Scholarship with hopes at 
finding work for a national non­
profit doing human services or 
youth development. Now. Gale 
is looking into other opportuni­
ties to do public service. He said 
he hopes to end up wherever he 
can make a difference and help 
people.
A non traditional student. 
Gale graduated high school in 
2000 when, taking a seven-year 
break from student life, he said 
he found out college was not in 
his cards.
“By me being able to push 
the reset button on my life and 
do things the right way the sec­
ond time, that is what brought 
me to Truman.” Gale said. “I 
have a new vigor for my stud­
ies. I am doing something that I 
really feel passionate about and 
also my priorities are different 
because it is not just about me 
anymore. It is about my family 
and increasing opportunities for 
my kids ”
Gale works for the Boys 
and Girts Club in Holland as a 
middle school program leader. 
Gale has a passion for cultivat­
ing youth to help them reach 
their potential and increase the 
opportunities for underserved 
and minority groups throughout 
the US.
“A couple of things that I 
hope to get from this scholar­
ship.” Gale said. “First is the 
money. The scholarship helps 
you pay for grad school. Sec­
ond. it is a huge network. Tru­
man Scholars are people who
Courtesy Phtos / gvsu.edu
Scholars: Juniors Aubry McMahan (left) and Chris Gale (right) are the first GVSU 
students in history to be selected as finalists for the Harry S. Truman scholarship.
are really moving to shake 
things in the public service. I 
would hope to plug in to that 
kind of a network. But for me, it 
is an honor even to have made it 
to this finalist process.”
GVSU’s other finalist, Mc­
Mahan, is an international rela­
tions major with minors in Ger­
man. Middle Eastern studies and 
legal studies. McMahan plans to 
go into the Foreign Service and 
eventually aspires to become an 
ambassador. I .ast year, McMah­
an interned at the ILS Embassy 
in Vienna and for the Canadian 
Federal Government.
"The application process for 
the Truman Scholarship was 
long, but it was really gixxl self- 
reflection.” she said. “Through 
researching all of the specifics 
my field. I finally feel really 
comfortable, and I am not wor­
ried about how things arc go 
ing.”
McMahan is an on-campus 
RA, an intercultural mentor and
is looking into getting involved 
with the Interfaith board. She is 
a partner for the ESL program 
and volunteers at Women At 
Risk. McMahan is also apart of 
the Model Arab League.
“I didn’t realize how big of 
a deal the Truman Scholarship 
was,” McMahan said. "Not 
until I came back to school and 
I discovered that Chris and I 
were the first Truman finalists 
at GVSU. It added a little bit of 
pressure because we were basi­
cally leading the way forGVSU, 
putting our fixrt in the elixir for 
potential Truman scholars. For 
me. the Truman Scholarship 
is about the connection. Once 
you become a member, you arc 
a member for life. ITie money 
will definitely help too for grad­
uate school.”
Between 60-6.5 finalists will 
be chivicn to be Scholars and 
will he announced at the end of 
March.
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“Money is not a real issue,” 
VanMelle said. “It’s more about 
having fun and doing this in 
Michigan.”
Although money may not 
factor in for VanMelle, the 
amount of time and commit­
ment does play a role in his 
work at Mitten Media.
"This winter has been kind
of stressful - trying to balance 
schixil and filming,” VanMelle 
said. "It’s been really frustrat­
ing the last couple months - try­
ing to stay on top of filming and 
stay on top of my homework.”
But VanMelle is not alone. 
He said every week during the 
season, Milbocker will drive 
from Otsego on Thursday, skip
class on Friday to work with 
VanMelle and then drive back 
home on Sunday.
VanMelle said the returns 
have been worth the effort.
“Through Spencer, I have 
made these crazy connections,” 
VanMelle said.
dspadafora@ lanthorn xom
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BALTES
WOMEN’S TRACK
BALTES NAMED
NATIONAL
WOMEN'S TRACK 
COACH OF THE YEAR
GVSU women's track and field 
head coach Jerry Baltes was named 
the U.S. Track & Field and Cross 
Country Coaches Association Na­
tional Women's Coach of the Year 
on Thursday. Baltes led GVSU to its 
first women's indoor national title 
earlier in the month in Albuquer­
que, N.M. The Lakers won the title 
backed by 83 team points and cap­
tured three individual titles as well. 
This is the third time Baltes has won 
the award, previously winning it in 
2009 and 2007.
ULTIMATE BRACKET
C,VSU’S l LTIMATE 
BRACKET THINNED 
TO 62 TEAMS
The Grand Valley State Univer­
sity Ultimate Bracket has been nar­
rowed down to 32 standout current 
and former Laker teams and ath­
letes after more than 1,000 votes 
were tabulated toward first round 
match ups. All four No. 1 seeds, in­
cluding the top overall seed, the 
2002 National Champion football 
team, won their first round match 
ups handily. Former football play­
er and No. 12 seed Brandon Carr 
pulled off the first round's biggest 
upset in the Lubbers Region after 
defeating the fifth-seeded 1976-77 
men's basketball team. Voting for 
Round 2 can be done at www.gv- 
sulakers.com/ot/ultimatebracket.
---------------------------------------------- MEN'S HOCKEY-----------------------------------------
------- FIRST TIME-------
CHAMPS
Lakers ice Spartans for ACHA title
Courtesy photo / hockeyshots.net
The mighty Lakers: The Lakers hockey team celebrates after winning nationals. The team travelled 2,000 miles across the country to play Michigan State for the title in San Jose, Calif.
GVSU jumps to 3-0 lead 
in first period, cruises to 
6-1 win for first national 
championship
By Greg Monahan
GW. Sports Editor
Playing 2,(XX) miles away from 
home ice, the Grand Valley State 
University men's hockey team steam- 
rolled a familiar in-state opponent 
for the American Collegiate Hockey 
Association's Division II National 
Championship.
The Lakers rattled off five wins in 
five days in San Jose, Calif. The cham­
pionship journey culminated in a 6-1 
beat down of Michigan State Univer­
sity for the club team's first-ever na­
tional title.
The championship game was nev­
er in doubt as the Lakers put up three 
goals in both the first and second peri­
ods, including a score by senior cap­
tain Ryan Welch, the first of the game 
just 33 seconds in.
“For the people who have been here 
for four years, it's been a great ride,” 
said Welch, who had two goals and
three assists in the tournament. “A lot 
of us are going on and getting jobs and 
getting married, and it's a great way to 
go out. Four years ago, we lost in the 
national semifinals, and that was just a 
terrible feeling, and we had that bitter 
taste in our mouth. We knew we didn't 
want to go out like that, so it worked 
out perfect ”
This marked the fifth-straight year 
the leakers made the national tourna­
ment, but first time they advanced 
beyond the semifinals. GVSU’s Grant 
Lyon, who got the win in net, said 
there was “absolutely no way” he and 
the Lakers were going to lose to the 
season-finale Spartans.
“This was my last game in front of 
my dad. last game in a Laker uniform, 
and to go out like this is so exciting,” 
said Lyon, who was named the game’s 
MVP after turning away 37 of the 38 
shots that came his direction. “It defi­
nitely takes away the pain of never get­
ting to put a leaker jersey on again.”
The National Championship was 
the third time GVSU and Michigan 
State faced off this year, with each 
team winning one during the regular 
season. GVSU’s 2-1 loss to the Spar­
tans on Jan. 28 was highlighted by a 
sensational performance by Michi­
gan State goalie Drake Todd, but the
//
A lot of us are 
going on and 
getting jobs and 
getting married, 
and it's a great way 
to go out."
-Ryan Welch
Senior captain
Lakers were able 
to solve him on 
Saturday night as 
GVSU beat him 
six times before 
the second period 
came to a close.
“We wanted 
to come out right 
away because 
in State’s other 
four games, they 
jumped on their opponents really 
quickly,” Welch said. “On offense, 
we got their chances and buried them,
and our defense didn’t allow many 
odd man rushes. We played very solid 
defensively, and we played very good 
offensively, and I would say this was 
our best game of the season ”
With 11 seniors on the team, the 
captain said it was a combination of 
the team's experience in the national 
tournament along with the depth in 
their lineup that made it possible to 
win all five games in as many days.
“After the third (game), it’s all 
about mental toughness,” Welch said. 
“We had a bunch of seniors on the 
team, and we knew what it takes to get 
past that point. We also have four lines 
that can play with anyone in the coun­
try, and I think it really showed in this 
tournament.”
For GVSU head coach Mike 
Forbes, who is in his second year as 
the man on the Lakers’ bench, the 
team could not have played a more 
complete tournament.
“I’m very proud of the effort from 
this group of young men this entire 
season. It’s been a great year,” Forbes 
said. “We played well, we didn’t al­
low a lot of shots in the third period 
and Grant Lyon did a great job in net. 
It was a great victory for our kids, and 
a great victory for our program.”
sports® lanthorn x:om
LYON
GLIAC Standings
SOFTBALL
1. GVSU (10-3)
2. Finlday (9-3)
3. Saginaw Valley (11-6)
4. Tiffin (9-6)
5. Ashland (8-6)
6. Northwood (6-6)
7. Wayne State (10-10)
8. Lake Superior State (3-4)
9. Lake Erie (5-7)
10. Hillsdale (2-3)
11. Ohio Dominican (5-13)
12. Ferris State (3-9)
BASEBALL
1. GVSU (11-2)
2. Ashland (8-3)
3. Wayne State (8-4)
4. Northwood (5-3)
5. Lake Erie (5-4)
6. Saginaw Valley (4-7)
7. Ohio Dominican (3-7)
8. Findlay (2-6)
9. Tiffin (3-11)
10. Hillsdale (2-8)
-------------------------------------------------------- FOOTBALL
Mitch-A-Palooza kicks offseason
//
(The 
event) is 
very unique. 
There's not a 
lot of schools 
in Divison II 
that can pull 
off what we 
pull off."
-Matt Mitchell
GVSU head 
football coach
By Derek Wolff
Assistant Sports Editor
Weekend revelry is nothing uncom­mon on most campuses, but Grand Valley State University threw a different sort of party on Friday night. 
GVSU went old school when hundreds of 
fans packed the Laker Turf Building for the 
second annual Mitch-A-Palooza.
The first 5(X) fans to enter were given 
commemorative free t-shirts while officials 
passed out Krispy Kremes and vendors dis­
tributed free grocery bags. Fans cheered 
and danced on the big screen and partook in 
games while winning prizes.
And all the while, GVSU head coach 
Matt Mitchell calmly led his football team 
through its first practice of the 2011 season 
-at midnight.
“It’s very unique,” Mitchell said.“There's 
not a whole lot of schools in Division II that 
can pull off what we pull off. We're very
fortunate that we have the support that we 
do here from our fans and especially our 
students.”
Mitchell spoke on the microphone sev­
eral times throughout the night to thank 
fans, address new additions to the roster and 
highlight practice drills.
While the practice, which concluded 
around 1:30 a.m., consisted of the different 
units splitting up to work on drills, the atmo­
sphere was enjoyable for players and fans.
“At Grand Valley, there’s a lot of support, 
and it’s a blessing to see so much support 
from the fans by coming out at midnight on 
a Friday night,” said senior wide receiver 
Greg Gay. “It means a lot to us, and it was a 
good time. We’ve been doing conditioning 
and working out for the last few months and 
really want to get back to football.”
Gay was one of many players highlight­
ed both by Mitchell and on the big screen. 
Fans were introduced to three transfers - 
defensive linesman Hunter Chameski (St. 
Cloud State), wide receiver Charles Johnson
(Eastern Kentucky) and defensive linesman 
Ryan Wheat (Michigan State).
The atmosphere of the event was fan 
friendly, fun and informative for everyone, 
said sophomore Elizabeth Smith, who had 
not previously attended Mitch-A-Palooza.
“I wanted to come out to support the 
team and see what it was all about,” Smith 
said. “It was a great atmosphere with a lot of 
people participating in different things and 
some awesome giveaways and free prizes 
from the sponsors. It was interesting to hear 
about some of the transfers and leam about 
the impact they will have on the team ”
The Lakers will look to improve in the 
2011 campaign off of a disappointing sec­
ond round exit in the 2010 playoffs when 
they fell to Augustana University.
“The guys are excited to get back out here 
and do some things,” Mitchell said. “Some 
of this wasn't going to be super smooth to­
night, and with your first practice, there will 
always be some bumps.
dn o I ff® lanthorn .com
GVL / Nicole lamson
Season's greetings: The Laker football team rallys at its first practice during Mitch-A-Palooza. The event, held at midnight Friday, introduced the new line-up and engaged fans.
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MEN'S TENNIS
Lakers get back on track with live straight wins
After finishing spring break trip with a 1-4 
record, team goes 5-0 during weekend matches
By Jon Adamy
GVL Staff Writer
After losing four out of five matches during 
its spring break trip to Orlando, the Grand Val­
ley State University men’s tennis team came 
back with a vengeance to start conference play 
undefeated, recording five straight victories in 
three days.
The team started the tennis marathon on 
Thursday afternoon by defeating Hope Col­
lege 8-1 and besting Calvin College 9-0 later 
that night. On Friday, the team beat Michigan 
Technological University 7-2 and then com­
pleted the five-match sweep with wins on Sat­
urday over Lake Superior State University and 
Aquinas College.
GVSU head coach John Black said the team 
is confident after its strong start back from the 
break. He said his team’s trip to Orlando and 
the nationally ranked teams it faced helped 
prepare it for its recent matches.
“This was a tough weekend for us to play 
five matches. That’s a lot of tennis,” Black 
said. “To me, it really seemed like when we 
got in tough matches, we were ready for them 
just because we played so many tough match­
es leading up to this point.”
The weekend’s matches culminated in a 
marathon match when junior Benny Delgado- 
Rochas defeated Kyle Masteller of Aquinas to 
secure both an individual win and a team vic­
tory over the Saints. The match lasted almost 
three hours - twice as long as a typical college 
match, Black said. Delgado-Rochas, going 
6-0, 5-7 and finally 6-3, won in three sets.
Delgado-Rochas said the competition was 
intense and he was cramping during the final 
match. But the win made him feel good going 
into the rest of the season.
“I individually didn’t play a lot of matches 
in the fall. I was injured a little bit,” Delgado- 
Rochas said. “The more matches I played, the 
more confidence I felt, and now everything 
is starting to get back into me again, and I’m 
feeling great right now.”
Senior tennis player Philipp Claus said with 
the comeback win over Aquinas and Delgado-
//
We had a tough spring 
break. We lost a lot of 
matches out there, but 
I think the team really 
pulled it together today. 
I think our 
confidence 
is pretty 
good/7
-Philipp Claus
GVSU senior
tw
Rochas’ performance, the team is finally com­
ing together after the season’s difficult start.
“We had a tough spring break. We lost a 
lot of matches there, but I think the team re­
ally pulled it together today,” Claus said. “I 
think our confidence is pretty good. I mean, 
we realized that a lot of our matches we played 
against highly ranked schools, and we knew 
that we were good even though we lost a lot 
of matches, and now we actually know we can 
show that we are not bad.”
The team still has plenty of good compe­
tition before April’s GLIAC tournament, but 
for now the five-straight wins have the Lakers 
feeling like they are back on track.
“It seems like it was a good warm up, but 
now we’re turning over to the most important 
matches, the conference matches, and now 
we’re winning. So it’s great,” Delgado-Rochas 
said.
The team will next compete on March 25 
when it takes on the University of Findlay and 
Davenport University at the Riverview Ath­
letic Club in Grand Rapids.
jadamy @ lanthorn .com GVL Archive / Andrew MillsClean sweep: Senior Philipp Claus returns the ball during a previous match. The team beat Hope, Michigan Tech., 
Lake Superior State and Aquinas this weekend, rebounding from a rocky start to the season.
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Lakers sweep weekend games
By Brady Fredericksen
GW. Senior Reporter
The Grand Valley State Uni­
versity softball team continued 
its hot start to the season this 
weekend as it swept a slate of 
weekend games against Malone 
University, Notre Dame College 
(Ohio) and Urbana University 
during the Blue Knight Invita­
tional in Urbana, Ohio.
Victory did not come easy for 
the Lakers (14-3) in Saturday’s 
first game, a 7-5 win against 
Malone. After being down 5-0 
early, GVSU scored five runs in 
the fifth inning, including a two- 
run home run from freshman 
infielder Miranda Cleary.
The Leakers also defeated 
Urbana University 7-5 Sunday 
morning before beating Notre 
Dame (OH) 6-5 in the after­
noon.
“Every game we’re so excit­
ed to hit and be ready to get on 
the field," said Katie Martin, last 
season’s GLIAC Freshman of 
the Year. "It really helps getting 
ahead first on the scoreboard. 
We didn't start oft great in the 
first game, but we just need to 
get into our head that it's really 
important.”
The leakers added two more
runs in the seventh inning thanks 
to a pair of newcomers. Fresh 
out of basketball season, sopho­
more infielder Briauna Taylor 
slapped an RBI single to drive 
in twin sister Brittany Taylor for 
the go-ahead run.
Martin, also a pitcher, got the 
win on the mound after throw­
ing 3 1/3 scoreless.
“We only gave the twins one 
practice after basketball sea­
son,” said GVSU head coach 
Doug Woods, in his 21st year 
at GVSU. “I know they didn't 
have a whole lot of time, but 
they both have such great ath­
letic ability that they’ve made 
the transition real smoothly.”
After the dramatic come- 
from-behind victory in game 
one, the Leakers had no such 
trouble dispatching Notre Dame 
(OH) in a 10-0 mercy-ruling in 
the second game.
Led by Martin's five RBI. 
the Lakers took out the Falcons 
in five innings. Aiding Martin 
was again Cleary, who added to 
the GVSU effort by going 3-for- 
3 with 4 RBI while junior An­
drea Nicholson got the win after 
pitching three scoreless innings.
“I just think these early wins 
are helping with the team’s co­
hesion,” Cleary said. “When 
one person is off. another is on.
I think these (wins) are bringing 
us together.”
While Cleary was not the 
only leaker producing Saturday, 
Martin’s efforts both at the plate 
and on the mound proved vital 
to the day’s success.
“She’s been playing as the 
designated player just hitting, 
and sometimes it’s hard to stay 
in a game that way,” Wcxxis 
said. “To have her as a pitcher, 
tix), and hitting at the same time 
has her into all facets of the 
game.”
Along with gaining a pair 
in the win column, GVSU also 
gained a boost in the confidence 
department. A team with only 
four upperclassman, the young 
Lakers’ commanding victories 
showed the team's versatility.
“I think it bodes well to get 
that confidence before going 
into your conference season." 
Woods said. “The first game to 
day probably helped us out the 
most because we were down 
and we had to come back, so I 
think that is probably a pretty 
big confidence builder.”
The leakers will get back into 
action tomorrow with a double- 
header as the team plays St. Jo­
seph's College of Indiana in its 
home opener at 3 p.m.
bfredericksen@lanthorn t om
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Home cookin': Junior pitcher Andrea Nicholson throws a pitch during last season. The team's home opener is Tuesday.
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MEN'S RUGBY
Lakers lose to Michigan State in first spring scrimmage
Teams work together 
for spring training
By Kevin VanAntwerpen
QVL Staff Writer
T
he first game of the spring 
season for the Lakers Rugby 
team - a scrimmage versus 
Michigan State University — was 
what senior Ryan Lennon called a 
“friendly gesture.”
I he last time the Lakers squared 
off against Michigan State was 
during the fall 2010 season when 
the Lakers lost in the second round 
of the playoffs. Now, as GVSU 
prepares for the start of its spring 
season and Michigan State gears 
up for a trip to nationals in April, 
the two teams have left behind any 
rivalry they may have had to help 
each other train.
“We wanted to help them warm 
up for nationals, and they’re help­
ing us get ready for the spring sea­
son,” Lennon said. “There’s no bad 
blood. There are just good rugby 
games played every time we get 
together.”
Although the Lakers lost to 
Michigan State 30-15, Lennon said 
he was very happy with his team’s 
standings.
“We’re pleasantly surprised 
at how well we did. although we 
lost,” Lennon said. "They’re gear­
ing up for a national championship 
run, and we’ve just been doing 
small workouts all winter ... We 
haven’t played a game together in 
three months.”
Lennon said despite having a 
competitive rivalry with Michigan 
State, the two teams still share a 
civil relationship. Many members 
of GVSU rugby have developed 
personal relationships with Michi­
//
We're pleasantly 
surprised at how 
well we did, even 
though we lost. 
They're gearing 
up for a national 
championship 
run, and we've just 
been doing small 
workouts all 
winter/7
-Ryan Lennon
GVSU senior
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Friendly rivalry: A member of the GVSU rugby team evades the Michigan State players during Saturday's game. The Lakers lost 30-15 
against the Spartans, who are preparing for the national championships in April. The Lakers fell to Michigan State in the playoffs in the fall.
gan State’s players thanks to the 
consistent matches and time shared 
on All-Star teams. As such, the 
Lakers have given Michigan State 
their full blessing at the nationals 
conference.
“We’d like to see them do well 
because it reflects well on us and 
our league on the national stage,” 
Lennon said.
Junior Mario Zambito said 
scrimmages against teams like 
Michigan State, a highly experi­
enced team, offer opportunities 
for the Lakers to let their younger
players gain experience - a prima­
ry goal of the spring season when 
the pressure of playoffs in the fall 
is only a distant thought.
“If you don’t qualify for nation­
als in the fall (and attend them in 
the spring) then the spring season is 
basically a learning season,” Zam­
bito said. “We focus on expanding 
our knowledge of the game and 
letting our older players teach the 
younger players. If we can learn to 
better work together as a team, then 
the spring season is a success.”
In the end. both Zambito and Len­
non said they are confident about 
the approaching season and team’s 
ability to keep on their toes.
"We’re very prepared,” Lennon 
said. “We’re known as a very tit 
and in-shape team. We always have 
a target on our back because of it. 
Overall, I think we’re faster, more 
athletic and a little more skilled 
than almost every other team we 
play. We’ve definitely built our 
reputation, and we’re not to be tak­
en lightly.”
k\’anantw’erpen@lanthorn .com
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Going for a ride: A member of the GVSU 
Rugby team fights off the Spartan defenders.
MEN'S LACROSSE
No. 1 Lakers dominate in weekend sweep
By Derek Wolff
GVL Assistant Sports Editor
Not even a mild hailstorm 
could slow down the Grand 
Valley State University men’s 
lacrosse team's high-powered 
offense on Sunday afternoon as 
the Lakers steamrolled visiting 
Siena Heights University 28-3 
to cap a weekend sweep.
The No. 1 nationally-ranked 
Lakers completed the sweep to 
move to 7-0 with the blowout 
win over Siena Heights af­
ter demolishing archrival and 
postseason foe No. 2 Daven­
port University in a 16-5 win 
on Thursday afternoon.
The Lakers dominated Dav­
enport early and never looked 
back. Senior Cam Holding 
lead the way forGVSU,single- 
handedly outscoring the Pan­
thers as he tallied seven goals 
and two assists on 14 shots.
“We came out with the ob­
jective to win and play hard,” 
Holding said. “We knew they 
would be gunning for us since 
they are No. 2 in the country, 
but I thought we were focused 
from the get go. We slowed the 
ball down and kept it out of 
their end, which was very good 
since they have a very potent 
attack.”
Junior captain Jack Dumsa 
was surprised that Davenport’s 
lethal attack did not make an 
appearance, but credited the 
Inker’s strong attacking and 
defense as crucial in the win.
“It was a great win,” Dum­
sa said. “We thought that they 
would bring out a bigger chal­
lenge. but wc came out strong 
and made them adjust their 
game in a negative way. They
are a much better team than 
what we saw so I'm not too sat­
isfied. but I'm definitely happy 
with the w ay we played and the 
winning margin.”
Sophomore Jeremy Pouba 
tallied an additional four goals 
on nine shots, and Dumsa lead 
the passing game with four of 
the team’s eight assists. Senior 
goalie Alex Billings earned the 
win after stopping eight of the 
Panthers’ 13 shots.
GVSU head coach Tim 
Murray said he was happy that 
the team has continued to meet 
their own expectations while 
surpassing those of naysayers.
“We haven’t accomplished 
our goals of winning a con­
ference championship and a 
national championship yet, 
but we’re putting ourselves in 
position to accomplish them,” 
Murray said. “(Davenport is) a 
cross-town rival. No. I versus 
No. 2 and it doesn't get any 
bigger than that. It’s nice since 
not a lot of people expected us 
to do what we’ve done at this 
point in the season."
For a team that has given 
the Lakers nightmares since 
last May, vindication came in 
the form of a blowout home 
win against a good, top-10 op­
ponent.
“I think it says a lot about our 
team,” Dumsa said. “There’s 
always doubters out there that 
say Davenport has too many 
weapons for GV. but I think 
it proves to the whole league 
that we’re contenders this year.
West A
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‘Crosse'-town win: Junior Tyler McCullen (left) plays during Sunday 's game 
against Sienna Heights. The Lakers destroyed rival Davenport on Thursday.
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Dining
It means a lot to us and shows 
that we have the confidence to 
compete w ith anybody.”
The Lakers carried the 
momentum from Thursday’s 
win into Sunday where they 
thumped CCLA newcomer 
Siena Heights University 28- 
3. Junior goalie Kyle Schutte 
earned the win while almost 
every Laker got time on the 
field.
“That was awesome and a 
lot of fun,” Holding said. “We 
got everyone into the game and 
enjoyed the win.”
The leakers will be back in 
action Wednesday night at 7:30 
against Ferris State University.
<Avolff@ lanthorn xom
Pathological Altruism
Are some people predisposed to kindness to the point of being 
destructive to themselves and others?
Speaker: Dr. Barbara Oakley 
Associate Professor of Engineering at Oakland University 
Author of Pathological Altruism and Cold Blooded Kindness .
Where: LTT 103
When: Friday, March 25.3:30-5:00.
Sponsored by: Evolution for Everyone Student Organization
UNIVERSITY TOWNHOUSES &
2 &4 BEDROOM UNITS 
& VARIETY OF HOME STYLES
* 10 & 12 MONTH LEASES
* FREE PARKING
"WE GUARANTEE THE LOWEST 
RATES PER PERSON!"
CALL TIM T0DAY(616) 477.5511 Less than 2 mMes from Campus
Susie Skowronek, Laker Life Editor 
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Stand
take
Up 8 to bring modern 
on traditional circus
By Susie Skowronek
GVL Laker Life Editor
Mgk n aerialist who sports a bicycle helmet and a 
parka and a girl who can escape a straitjacket in 
90 seconds or less join a fire eater and other per- 
formers for the circus coming to Grand Valley 
V- State University.
The performance will feature five-time na­
tional trampoline champion Christianne Sainz, who graduated 
GVSU in 2006 with a major in theatre.
Stand Up 8, a modem circus performance group that boasts 
“upbeat variety” and “death-defying stunts,” will take the stage 
at 7 p.m. on March 24 in the Fieldhouse Arena. The event, spon­
sored by the School of Communications, the Office of Student 
Life, Spotlight Productions and the 50th 
Anniversary Celebration Committee, " ,
has free admission. The show will run We re a 
90 minutes plus intermission. modern circus
The show draws its members from because we don't 
festival and street performance, Ger- havpanimak 
man variety, gymnastics, equestrian and 
Cirque du Soleil. • 3nd because it S
“We’re a modem circus because about the 
we don’t have animals and because it’s personalities of 
about the personalities of the performers , ,
as well as the troops they do,” said artis- Per*ormers
tic director Allison Williams. as well as the
During a section of the show, per- troops they do/^ 
formers who started as elite athletes - a 
trampoline artist, a ballet dancer, and a -Allison Williams 
professional cheerleader - will tell how Artistic irector 
they became circus performers.
But the circus is not all talk. The per­
formers will also perform acrobatics on a 22-foot trampoline wall 
and twist in aerial fabrics hanging from the ceiling.
Whereas in a traditional circus, performers focused on their 
specialized skill sets, Williams said the versatility of the perform­
ers in Stand Up 8 also makes the troupe a modem circus. .
“In our show, most of the performers are in most of the acts.” 
she said. “People are featured in their solo acts. But, most of the 
people eat fire. Most of the people do some tumbling throughout 
the show.”
Bob Stoll. director of Student Life and Event Services, went to 
a Stand Up 8 performance last summer in Paw Paw, Mich,, and 
he said he remembers everyone from kids to grandparents enjoy­
ing the show. The energy of the performance left an impression 
in his memory.
“Everything from the dazzling of the aerial acrobatics ... to 
the trampolines will be a big hit,” Stoll said. “All the kinds of 
things that come into that kind of a performance should be pretty 
cool.”
He added the fact that one of the performers is an alumna 
of GVSLI is a bonus, and the 50th Anniversary Committee has 
planned many events this year to bring alumni home to campus.
Stand Up 8 began when its creators appeared on Canadian re­
ality show “Dragon’s Den" in October of 2006. The team won 
$250.(XX) to develop the circus, and production began in 2009.
The money provided the troupe with start-up funding to pur­
chase the necessary equipment, such as the trampolines. Now. 
however, the circus has been able to turn a profit, the troupe has 
gigs booked in performing arts centers for the 2011 -2012 season.
Stand Up 8 has great goals in mind for its future.
“We want to be Apple to Cirque du Soleil’s Windows," Wil­
liams said.
Students can catch previews of Stand Up 8 around campus 
on Wednesday during teaser performances or at standup8show. 
com.
Iakerlife@lanth< >rn x oni
Circus to feature GV alumna on trampoline
Courtesy photo / Dan Lines 
Trampotiner Christianne Sainz, who 
graduated GVSU with a degree in theatre 
in 2D06, performs with the circus troupe.
By Susie Skowronek
GVL Laker Life Editor
Christianne Sainz makes the life in the circus look simple.
Not only does she perform trampoline stunts for the Stand Up 8 circus 
troupe, she also serves as the gymnastics program director at Lake Owen 
camp in Cable. Wise., and teaches gymnastics to preschool-aged chil­
dren in Los Angeles, Calif., the place she calls “home base "
Sainz is a five-time national trampoline champion and Grand Val­
ley State University alumna. She graduated with a degree in theatre 
in 2006.
Sainz took up trampoline about ten years ago when her gym 
closed its gymnastics program. She was faced w ith a choice: either 
quit gymnastics or learn trampoline.
Now a member of Stand Up 8, her athletic skills have come 
in handy when learning circus tricks.
The first day she learned to climb fabrics hanging from the 
ceiling, her trainers warned her she probably would not reach 
the ceiling.
“But the first day, I got to the top,” she said.
She just did not know how to get back to the floor.
In addition to fabrics, Sainz has also learned partner 
balancing and fire eating. She will also demonstrate a bit 
of tumbling at the GVSU exhibition.
During her years at GVSLI. Sainz said she still went to trampoline practice, 
but athletics took a backseat to her new passion, her studies in theatre.
“I would just go when I was able to go. but trampoline came second." she 
said.
Her theatre background spring-boarded her to success in the nxxlcm Stand 
Up 8 performance. She learned her lines with ease and spoke before crowds 
of people with confidence.
In college. Sainz had aspirations of joining Cirque du Soleil. However, her 
life plans changed when Alison Williams gave a workshop at GVSU. Sainz 
jumped at the chance for an introduction w ith the artistic director.
“My dreams and everything shifted." Sainz said. “Alison wanted to do 
trampoline (in Stand Up 8). and really the reason trampoline is in the show is 
because of me."
Sainz joined Stand Up 8. and the circus now features her as its leading 
trampolinist.
She lives a fast-paced life, and although she entered the circus because of 
her skills on the trampoline, she said she does not get to practice as much as 
she once did.
However, she enjoys her life in the circus and wants other GVSLI students 
to find careers they enjoy, too.
“I am very proud of where I am,” she said. “The word for (GVSU stu­
dents) is to do something that you love."
laker life @ lanthorn x otn
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Announcements
GV Car Show! April 9th from 
2pm-6pm. GVSU Allendale 
Campus Lot H. Proceeds to 
benefit Companions in Cour­
age. Free attendance but do­
nations are encouraged.
Seniors Graduating in April. 
Don’t forget to order gradua­
tion announcements and a 
diploma frame. Signature An­
nouncements has a package 
starting from $32.99. Order 
today at
www.SignatureA.com or call 
888-830-8305
St. James Church, Grand 
Rapids. Lenten Fish Fry Din­
ners, Fridays March 11 - April 
15 from 4pm to 7pm. All you 
can eat!
Want GVSU news now? The 
Lanthorn has it covered. Visit 
our website, Facebook, You­
Tube, or Twitter for the latest 
GVSU campus and sports 
news, www.lanthorn.com
Roommates
Sub-leaser wanted. End of 
April to beginning of August. 
Rent $433 per month plus 
utilities. Copper Beach. 3 
bedrooms/3.5 bath. Email Al­
lison perlina@mail.gvsu.edu if 
interested.
Wanted
Employment
Lanthorn Ad Designer Posi­
tions available beginning 
Summer & Fall 2011. Experi­
ence needed on Mac, Pho­
toshop, and illustrator. Apply 
today in the Lanthorn office 
0051 Kirkhof. Call 
616-331-2484 or email ad- 
vertising@lanthorn.com with 
questions. Underclassmen 
preferred.
Lanthorn Advertising Sales 
Representative Positions 
available beginning Fall 2011. 
Can be used as an intern­
ship. Real life experience 
with clients and good pay. 
Apply now at The Lanthorn 
office 0051 Kirkhof Center. 
Call 616-331-2484 or email 
advertising@lanthorn.com 
with questions. Underclass­
men preferred.
College Pro is now hiring 
painters all across the state 
to work outdoors with other 
students. Earn $3k-$5k. Ad­
vancement opportunities. 
1-888-277-9787 or 
www.collgepro.com
The Lanthorn is hiring an 
A&E Writer. Paid position, 
apply today at the Lanthorn 
Office, 0051 Kirkhof Center. 
616-331-2460
A&E Writer 
-Web Team
616-331-2460
The Lanthorn is Currently
HirinG
(2011/2012)^.
__^Advertising
Representatives
“Graphic/Layout
Designers
All POSITIONS ARE PAID, Part-Time. 
Can be used as Internships
ApplytodayintheLanthomOtfice
:• LOWER KIRKHOF ROOM 0051
The Lanthorn is hiring for 
Distribution. Paid position, 
apply today at the Lanthorn 
Office, 0051 Kirkhof Center. 
616-331-2460.
The Lanthorn is hiring Layout 
Designers. Paid position, 
apply today at the Lanthorn 
Office, 0051 Kirkhof Center. 
616-331-2460.
Work on Mackinac Island. 
Make lifelong friends. The Is­
land House Hotel and Ryba’s 
Fudge Shops are looking for 
help in all areas this summer: 
Front Desk, Bell Staff, Wait 
Staff, Sales Clerks, Kitchen, 
Baristas. Housing, bonus, 
and discounted meals. (906) 
847-7196. www.theisland- 
house.com
________Housing________
Grand Valley’s best kept 
deal. University Townhomes 
& Apartments guarantees the 
lowest price per person. En­
joy a quiet atmosphere with a 
variety of home styles to 
choose from less than 2 
miles from campus. Call Tim 
today 616-477-5511
48 West is now leasing for 
Fall 2011. Rates start as low 
a $395 per month. There is 
variety with 1, 2 and 4 bed­
room units. 616-895-2400 
www.48west.com
______ Internships______
Information Technology in­
tern wanted for Summer/Fall 
2011. Paid Position for 
part-time (10-15 hours per 
week). For qualifications and 
to apply visit 
www.ipaliving.com/careers
;616) 331-2460 
i lanthorn
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King Crossword
ACROSS
1 Cornfield 
comment
4 However
7 Nerdy sort
12 Historic 
period
13 Eventual 
aves
14 Heart line
15 Benicio 
— Toro
16 Mention- 
ables?
18 Pismire
19 Fire
20 Bronx 
cheer
22 Schedule 
abbr.
23 Bean curd
27 Type
measures
29 Handsome 
lad
31 “Survivor” 
team
34 Phantom’s 
bailiwick
35 Fireplace 
part
37 Modern-day 
evidence
38 Sicilian 
spouter
39 Carte intro
41 Region
45 Donkey’s 
sounds
47 Transmit 
electronically
48 Flotation 
device
52 “A pox upon
1 2 3
12
15
18
20
r 5 n
L■ 22
17
r 8 9 10 11 :
4 *
. *
27
31
35
32 33
28 30
34
39
48 49 50 51
53
56
40
54
57
42 43 44 -
47 >
52 •
55
58 -
thee!” 8 “Holy Fleming
53 Go mackerel!” 36 Rodgers
54 Rule, for 9 Before collaborator
short 10 Seventh 37 Convertible
55 Listener letter sofa
56 Worked (up) 11 Tavern 40 First lady
57 Fuss 17 Poet Pound after Hillary
58 Banned bug 21 Marty, in 42 Slain,
spray “Madagas­ gangster
car” style
DOWN 23 November 43 Water
1 Fragrant birthstone nymph
wood 24 Inseparable 44 Put forth, as
2 Sports venue 25 Ever-green strength
3 Ballroom type 45 Raised
favorite 26 Today” 46 Lily variety
4 Nitwit 28 Profit 48 Sort
5 Palatal 30 Dress in 49 Born
pendants 31 Commonest 50 Aye
6 Turkic English word opponent
tongue 32 On Soc. Sec. 51 Leading
7 Challenge 33 Writer lady?
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STRANGE BUT TRUE
By Samantha Weaver
• It was venerable American 
newscaster David Brinkley 
who made the following 
sage observation: “The one 
function TV news performs 
very well is that when there 
is no news, we give it to you 
with the same emphasis as if 
there were.”
• According to Guinness 
World Records, the oldest 
cat in the world was named 
Creme Puff and lived to the 
ripe old age of 38 years and 
three days.
• If you do much printing, 
you might not be surprised to 
learn that if you figure out the 
cost by volume, the average 
ink cartridge for a printer 
costs seven times more than
Dom Perignon champagne.
• On an average day in the 
United States, 90 million cans 
of beer will be consumed.
• If you’re planning a 
summer jaunt to Atlantic City, 
NJ., this year, you might 
want to stop by Margate City, 
just a couple of miles south of 
the gambling mecca. While 
you’re there you can see the 
oldest zoomorphic structure 
in the United States. Lucy 
the Elephant, built in 1882 
by James V. Lafferty, is 65 
feet tall and has served at 
various times as a cottage, a 
business office, a restaurant 
and a tavern. In 1976 it was 
designated a National Historic 
Landmark.
• It was United Airlines that
hired the first stewardesses 
for its flights, back in 1930. 
In addition to being attractive 
and charming, stewardesses 
had to be registered nurses.
• Those who study such 
things say that in ancient 
Mesopotamia, it was not 
unusual for those of the 
wealthy classes to crush 
semiprecious stones and 
adhere the powder to their 
lips.
Thought for the Day: “In 
this world there are only twe 
tragedies. One is not getting 
what one wants, and the other 
is getting it. The last is much 
the worst.” -- Oscar Wilde -
(c) 2011 King Features 
Synd., Inc.
Look for Sudoku 
answers online at
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Weekly SUDOKU
by Linda Thistle
9 6 2 8
1 3 4
4 8 7
5 2 9
9 8 7
7 2 9 5
3 1 5
4 3 6 1
2 7 6
Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way 
that each row across, each column down and 
each small 9-box square contains all of the 
numbers from one to nine.
DIFFICULTY THIS WEEK: ★ ★
★ Moderate ★ ★ Challenging 
★ ★★ HOO BOY!
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GVSU hosts FIRST Robotics Competition
Forty high schools 
compete in regional 
'varsity sport for mind'
By Kendal Pektas
GVL Staff Writer
With people cheering from the bleachers and 
various high school mascots running around to 
keep the crowd entertained, the upbeat atmo­
sphere inside of the Grand Valley State University 
Fieldhouse Arena felt more like a rock concert 
than a science competition.
GVSU hosted the For Inspiration and Recog­
nition of Science and Technology (FIRST) Robot­
ics Competition from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. on March 
18 and 19. Forty high school robotics teams from 
around the state competed with more than 1XXX) 
participating students.
Founded in 1989 by inventor Dean Kamen, the 
purpose of the FIRST Robotics Competition is to 
allow students interested in engineering and tech­
nology to get hands-on experience while solving 
real-world problems.
Each year, the competition sets a new task for 
the robots to accomplish. For this year’s game, 
the robots had to successfully hang up three inflat­
able tubes - a triangle, a circle and a square - onto 
various poles. There were nine poles consisting of 
three pegs per pole, w ith the highest pole reaching 
110 inches and the shortest standing at 76 inches.
“The higher the tubes are placed on the poles, 
the more points they're worth,” said Marc Reigler,
GVL / Nicole Lamson
The future of technology: The Creston High School team poses with its robot at the competition in the Fieldhouse Arena. 
Forty teams and more than 1,000 students competed in the event which put their engineering skills to the test.
a freshman competitor from Fremont High 
School.
Each match began with a 15-second autono­
mous period in which the robots had to indepen­
dently hang up tubes to gain extra points. Once 
the autonomous periods ended, the games lasted 
for 2 minutes and 15 seconds.
“Our robot has a base and a big claw that can 
move back and forth, which enables it to easily 
pick up the tubes,” said Sagar Patell, a senior at 
Troy High School and president of his sch(X)l’s 
robotics team.
Participating high school teams were com­
prised of students interested in robot-building. 
The teams had six weeks to design, build and pro­
gram their robots. Each team was provided with a 
common kit of parts, but they could also purchase 
additional parts from outside sources.
“Most of our other materials were either pur­
chased online, at local hardware stores or metal 
suppliers,” said Wayne Tembrink, an engineer at 
Kaydon Bearings and a mentor for the Fremont 
High School robotics team.
All of the robots were made mostly out of met-
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The ringer: A robot hangs inflatable rings during the 
robotics competition held this weekend at GVSU.
aJ pieces and served the same purpose, however, 
no two robots looked the same. Some of the ro­
bots resembled army vehicles made out of metal 
wires while others were rectangular and tall they 
looked more like shopping carts.
On Saturday, teams from Forest Hills, Fre­
mont and Creston won the district competition 
at GVSU. The teams will advance onto the State 
Championship games, which will begin on April 
7 and end on April 9 at Eastern Michigan Univer­
sity in Ypsilanti, Mich.
kpektas@ lanthorn £om
Rape, resistance sparked movement
By Marcus J. Reynolds
GVL Staff Writer
Recy Taylor, an Alabama native, was raped by 
a group of seven white men in 1944.
The account served as the backdrop for Wayne 
State University’s professor Danielle McGuire’s 
lecture, “At The Dark End of The Street: Black 
Women, Rape and Resistance - New History 
of the Civil Rights Movement from Rosa Parks 
to the Rise of Black Power,” held March 14 in 
Loosemore Auditorium.
The lecture examined the relevance of sexually 
abused African-American women testimonies, the 
core of the Civil Rights Movement of the 1960s.
McGuire’s research about sexual violence 
against black women led to her investigate Tay­
lor’s experience. McGuire found seven boxes of 
archival material about the Taylor case in the Ala­
bama Department of Archives and History.
“I read a paragraph about Taylor in a 1950s 
pamphlet called, ‘We Charge Genocide,'” 
McGuire said. “It was created by an organiza­
tion called the Civil Rights Commission, and they 
went to the U.N. and accused the United States of 
genocide against African-Americans.”
McGuire said the story was so moving and so 
powerful that she could not ignore it. Taylor had 
the courage to testify, and McGuire felt like she 
owed it to Taylor to help find her a wider audi­
ence.
Today, Taylor is 91-years-old. Although the 
Civil Rights Act exists and McGuire's book has 
been inspired by Taylor’s testimony, the victim 
has yet to experience justice herself.
Robert Corbitt. Taylor's brother, is apprecia­
tive for McGuire.
“We thank God for McGuire because she shed 
light on the investigation,” Corbitt said. “We knew 
we wouldn’t get anywhere with the investigation, 
but we wanted to make noise anyway. All we want 
is an public apology from the city of Abbeyville.”
Megan Morrissey. GVSU student, was able to 
draw parallels from Taylor’s life.
“The most important thing I learned was the
courage it took for her to stand up and get back the 
power she deserved,” Morrissey said. “In my per­
sonal life, it will remind me to stand up for what 
I believe in.”
During the presentation, McGuire said old 
slavery laws made African American women 
property of white men and banned interracial 
marriage but not the production of children out of 
wedlock for profit.
“In order to understand the Civil Rights Move­
ment, we must realize that the core of the move­
ment was the protection of black womanhood,” 
McGuire said. “Rape was a weapon of terror and 
carried over from the Jim Crow era.”
McGuire covered the decades between 1940
b i
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Illuminating darkness: Danielle McGuire, author of At 
the Dark End of the Street, spoke at GVSU on March 14.
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and I960. She showed accounts of women often 
overlooked, such as Gertrude Perkins.
In 1949, Perkins was sexually violated by two 
policemen in Montgomery, Ala. Her case spurred 
two months of public protest.
Betty Jean Owens, an African-American col­
lege student from Tallahassee, Fla., was raped by 
four white male students in 1959. Unlike many 
cases of the time, the culprits were sentenced to 
life in prison.
McGuire showed that Taylor’s courage to tes­
tify joined a movement, coupled with the national 
attention from Rosa Parks, to spark the Montgom­
ery Bus Boycott.
“Parks was more than a feeble old lady who
refused to give up her seat, and the men came in 
and took over. Rosa Parks was at the forefront of 
the Civil Rights Movement,” McGuire said. “Fur­
thermore, it was the black women who kept work­
ing the boycotts, walked to and from work, and 
filled the church pews.”
The Montgomery, Ala. boycott, which lasted 
381 days, protested the racial, sexual and physi­
cal abuse that African-American women suffered 
from white male bus operators. In the end, the 
boycott led to the 1965 Civil Rights Act, still in 
existence today.
mreynolds @ lanthorn £om
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